PROTESTA TION * 
OF THE NOBLEMEN, 


BARRONS, GENTLE- _ + 
MEN, BORROWES, MINI- 40% 
STERS, AND COMMONS, 


Subſcribers of the Confeſhon of 


Faith and Covenant, lately renewed within the 
Kingdome of Scotland, made at the Mer- 
,ate Crofſe of Edinburgh, the 4. of Tali} im- 
mediatly after the reading of the procls- 
mation, dated 28. Tune 
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The Proteſtation of the Noblemen, 
Barons, Gentlemen, Borrower, Mi- | 

+1 "offers, and Conmunr, Iv 


7 EE Noblemen, Barons, Gentle- 
po... een, Burgeſſes, Miniſters, and. 
Eg | commons, That whereas) We. 
the Kings Maieſtics true and: 
loyall Cbjects » Who bavye 
ever eftcemed it Our greate 
happineſle; toliveunder a xe« 
ligious and* righteous, King ; 
wif and Our greatelt glory to te= 
—= ſtifie our beſt affetions to our 
gratious Soveraigne , Have beene in His Maieſtics ab- 
ſence from this His native Kingdome Heavily _prefſcd 
for a long time paſt, And eſpecially of late withdiverſe 
innovations, which both in Remalelves, and in the. way 
wherein they have beene urged doe manifeſtly tend to 
the prejudice of the Kings honour and of our religion, 
lawcs and liberties, And by which Wee were brought 
to {ſuch extremitie ; that there was no way left betwixt 
the rocke of excommunication, and the high paine of 
rebellion on the one part, and the deſperate danger: of 
toreſaking the way of true rcligion, and the breach of 
our Covenatit with God 3 ns But to repreſent 
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their recommendation” might aicend to His ajeſtics 
owne conſideration, oe PR in all humble man- 
ner We did t>.rliis icat.theit Lc we'-were-moſt 
[un et. cms ara Fo ſupplications » 
to their diredtion, 1n. thiookng-\Cotn ieonars- for 
the great niimbex-vf ſuppligentys; who; flucked togidder 
from all the quarters of the Kingdome, Were carefull 
to; order our {elves in all -Chrtſttan-and-quyer carriage, 
ahd" againſt the tediouſneſſe of many 'agd, Jong  delayes 
wy 6'fot x Yohg-time with. yerie great-patictice, till 
at hey! were ;pleaſed to reccave vlir- Supplications 


laſt*rhe 
Complaints' and Billes : And \conceaving._ them to con- 
teine weighter matters then could by themſelves bee 
determined, They did promiſe and undertake to repre- 


ſerit and' recommend the ſame', according to:their more 
than ordinarie1mporrance unto. His Majeſties royal! CON- 
fideration', and to report His Majetties anſwere. 
While His Majeſties good Subjetts of all ranks through- 
out the whole kingdome had their mindes wakened, and 
their hearts filled with the expeRation, of agratiousand 
fatisfaRorie anſwere ,. worthie of His Majeſties pious 
and equitable diſpofition ; in the Moneth of February 
hft , incontinent a rumour flicth through the countrey , 
and filleth' all'eares, That the Lords of His Majeſties 
ſecret Counſel! were commanded to make ſuch a Pro- 
clamation concerning the ſervice booke z booke of ca- 
nons, and the peaceable meetings of His Majeſties good 
SubjeRs in time coming, As Wee were perſwaded to 
have becene procured by the ſecret working» and mali 
onant. 
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gnant ' mifinformation- of our adverſaries , Secking for 

xheir,owne private ends, without reſpe& to his Maje- 
ſties honour, and welfare of this kirk and Kingdome , 
To ſt5p'the ' courſe of our legall proceedings , and to 
elcape their owne due cenſure : And therefore intending - 
to make krowne to the Lords of fecret- Counſell what 

was noiſed concerning the Proclamation, How far the 
whole kingdome had beene by ſome ſiniſtrons miſinfor- 
- -mation fruſtrat of their hopes, and their conſtant deſire 
to haveſome courſe taken by their Lo. adviſe, How 
His Majeſtic being. further informed, might deliver His* 
good Subjets from fo great grievances and feares , and 
eftabliſh a ſure peace in this countrey for time to come. 
We found our felves tyed by 'order of law ro decline 
thoſe againſt whom Wee had made our complaint”, 
unleſſe We would admit our parties to be our Judges : 
And incace our declinatour ſhould not bee accepted , 
Wee behoved to proteſt that-Wee might have imme- 
diat recourſe to the King himſelf, &. THERAF. 
TER in the Moneth of March, finding that by the fore- 
faid proclamation, the innovations ſupplicated. againſt 
were approven, Our lawfull proceedings condemned , 
Out moſt neceflare meetings prohibired , There being 
no other way left unto Us, wee were neceſſitate to 
renew the nationall Coyenant of this Church and King: 
dome, Thereby to reconceale us to God , provoked to 
wrath againſt UJs, by thebreach of his Covenant with» 
in this Land, to-cleare Our Soveraignes minde from'all 
jealouſies and ſufpitions- ariſing from Our adverſaries 
miſinformation of our intentions and carriage, And fo 
to make way for his acceptance of our humble ſuppli- 
cations » and grant of their lawfull remedies5 to guarde 
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this land in defence of religion, authoritie and libertie, 
againſt inward diviſions, and externall violences., And 
that our ations might bee anſwerable to our holy pro- 
feſſion , Wee afterward drew up an humble ſupplicati- 
on, contelning our grievances, and delfires of the ordi- 
narie remedies. thereof , to have beene delivered to the 
King himlſelfe, In the mean? time Wee were directed 
by thoſe who were intruſted by His Majeſtie, toattend 

is declaration: heere .in Scotland, which would free 1Js 
of all feares of innovations of religion, and prove fatiſ- 
faRorie. And leaſt for want of true information of our 
juſt grievances and defires it ſhould fall out otherwiſe, 
We expreſſed to them with the greateſt modeſtie We 
could gur defires in ſome few articles and with | great 
patieg& have attended His Majeſties pleaſure thereanent, 
*all this moneth bygone being frequently convee- 
ne(l to heart the ſame delivered by his Majeſties Com- 
miſſionar, the right Noble and Potent Lord, James Mar- 
of Hamilton, 8&c. Wee preſented a new petition to 
his Grace, as his Majeſties Commifſionar, craving moſt 
humbly the indition of a free Aflemblie and Parlia- 
ment , as the only remedies thereof, Like as finding 
2 milinformation, or miſtake of our Covenant - with 
God, as if it had beene an unlawtull combination ta 
bee the maine hinderance of obtcining our defires, in 
2 new ſupplication Wee have fully removed that im- 
pediment, renewed our deſires of thoſe ſupreme judi- 
catories, to bee indited with diligence » for {ctling of 
the Church and Kingdome : But being anſwered only with 
delayes after theſe nine Moneths attendance, -and wirh 
this Proclamation that contcined his Maieſtics gratious 


declaration of his pious intentions , not to admic of any, 
innovations 
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infiovations in Religion or lawes, nor aby ſtaine of Po- 
piſi: ſuperſtitions, But on the contrare, to be reſolved'to 
maintaine the true Chriſtian Religion profeſſed” in this 
Kingdome , which Wee were ever ſo far from calling 
inqueſtion, asin our ſupplications, complaints and billes 
Weuſed the ſame, as one cauſe of ourdelires, one ground 
of our confidence of a gratious anſwere, and argument 
of our adverſaries malignant miſinformation of ſo reli- 
ious a King. And now moſt humblie with bended 
es, and bowed hearts thanke our gratious Soveraigne 
for the fame, Wiſhing and praying the Lord of heaven ' 
truely and fully to informe his Majeſtie , how far theſe 
bookes , judicatories , and all our other evils and grie- 
vances are full of idolatrous ſuperſtitions ; and Popiſh 
errors, How deſtructive of the reformation of religion 
in this land,” andof the lawes and liberties 'of this Church 
and Kingdome: And ſodiretly contrareto this his Ma- 
jelties pious intention and- declaration, Yet ſecing that 
lo. Proclamation- could ſufficiently remove the preſent 
evils Nor ſettle our feares, nor ſecure us from the re- 
entrie of any evill or innovation , which it ſeemed to 
diſcharge or prevent the like in time comming , nor 
ſatiſfie our humble ſupplications , craving the preſent 
indiion of a free Aſſemblie and Parliament ,. As the 
only remedies of our evils, and meanes to'prevent the 
like. AND ſeeing this Proclamation doeth not ſo 
much as make mention, or acknowledge any of Our 
Supplications, Complaints and Grievances, or any juſt - 
cauſe thereof, Except under the name of great increaſe 
of: diſorders, fanlts, and miſdemanours ; But only Our 
feares of ſame future innovation of Religion or Lawes, 
Occaſioned only as is pretended by the introducion: 
of 
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of | the Service booke., booke of - Canons. and thigh 
Commiſsion, which feares his Majeſtie. Fo _ 
beene aboundantly and ſufficiently fatiſfied by his:rwo 
former Proclamations, ot-che Nynth of-December!, and 
Nineteenth of Februar : And by this his preſent decle- 
ration,, Except his Subje&s be blindly under pretext” of 
religion led,unto diſobedience. Doth migken, paſſe over, 
and (o ineffect deny all our ſupplications, billes, articles, 
and deſires , Eſpecially our complaints againſt the pre. 
tats our patties. <Axd that once for «ll, In afair andper- 
{waſive way, even afterthe reſaite of our laſt ſuppplics 
tion, Clearing us from the calumnie of unlawful coms 
bination, DOETH not diflallow, nor diſcharge a- 
ny of the Innovations , and evils compleined upon , 
But only aflureth, that his Maicſtie will not prefle their 
praiſe , But in ſuch a faire and legall way , asſhall fa-. 
tiſhe his Subies of his intention , which joyned'' with 
the other clauſe, allowing and confirming -the procla- 
mation the Nineteenth of Februar, Evidenceth'the liber- 
tie left to any Prelate or Perſones to practiſe the ſame, 
And by all other faire wayes, To per{wade others there. 
unto : And his Maieſties reſolution, to preſle their pra; 
Riſe ina faireand legall way : And alſo confirmeth the 
former declaration, That the Service booke is a. ready 
meane To maintaine the true religion , already -profefs 
ſed, and to beate out all ſuperſtition, and no wayes to 
be contrare to the lawes of this Kingdome, Bur tobe 
compylled and approved for the uniyerſall uſe and edi. 
fication of all his Majeſties Snbjeſts; Doeth not abo. 
liſh, but promiſeth to reRifiethe high Commiſsion, with 
adviſe of his privic Counſel, Implying the Kings power 
with conſent of the Counſell, To eſtabliſh this or any 
; 7 ludicatorie 
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;zudicatorie within this Kingdome, without conſent of the 
three eſtates conveened in Parliament, contrary to the 
fundamentall and expreſfle lawes thereof, and by conlſe- 
quent , with the like reaſon, to eſtabliſh lawes and ſer- 
vice bookes, without, conſent. of the. Aſſemblic and, Pax- 
| Hamenr, Which is contrare to the maine ground of, all. 
our ſupplications, againſt the manner of that introduRti- 
on. Doeeth only promiſe to take unto His conſideration 
in an. Afſemblie and Parliament, whichſhall be called at 
his beſt conyenience, , While as the . evident and urgent 
neceſſitie, for ſetling the combuſtions,threatning rhe totall 
diſſolution and deſolation of this Church and State,Ex- 
cuſeth our unceſſant and importunecalling forthelepre- 
ſent remedies. Doeth inſinuat the continuance and; exccy- 
tion of any pretended lawes, for theſe innovations of wor- 
ſhip, and corruptions of Church governement, and ciyill 

laces of Church men , Which by our Covenant Wee 

ave oblidged our ſelves to forbear, and the reeſtabliſh. 
ment of thoſe evils in an Aſſemblie and Parliament, which 
he will call in his beſt convenience, To wit, for that and 
this other end of ſatisfying His SubjeQs judgements, a- - 
nent the Service booke and booke of Canons. Doeth con- 
demne all our former.proceedings;even ourſupplicating, 
compleining, proteſting, fubſcribing of our Covenant to- 
gether, and our continuall meetings, As great diſorders, 
tncreaſe of diſorders, deſerving juſtly a powerfull rather 
then a perſwaftve ways a running headlong into ruine, a 
periſhing in our faults, a blinde diſſobedience under pre- 
text of religion, and.doth threaten and denounce, Now 
once for all, If we be not heartily fatisfyed and givete- 
ſtimony of. our obedience after this declaration, Bur 
conrinue, as by our former proceediags, todraw onaur 
B Own 
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own ruine, that albeit unwillingly he muſt make uſe of 
that power which God hath induced him wich, for re- 
claming of ſo diffabedient pzople, - . 
"Je Erctore We, I1 ouro:4nn1imse, andin name of all 
& who will ahere ro the Confeion:of Fairh, and re- 
formition of Religion within this tatid, are forted and 
"compelled out of our bound ductie ro*God, our King , 
Native Countrey, out felves and out poſteritie,. (leſt oar 
fitence ſhould be prejudicial! 6,10 importaitt 2 cauſe, As 
concerns Gods glorie and worthip,: our Religion arid fal- 
vation, The lawes and libertics of this Church and King. 
dome, or derogatorie to our former ſupplications, com: 
plainrs, proteſtations, articles, and proceedings, Or unan- 
ſwerable to the folemne oath of our nationall Cove- 
nant with God, Todeclare before God, and man, And 
to proteſt, Primo, That we do, and will conſtantly adhere 
according to our vocation and power to the ſaid refor- 
mation , In do@rine, uſe of Sacraments and dilcipline ; 
And that notwithſtanding of any innovations introduced 
therein either of old, orof late. Secundo, Weproteſt thar 
weadhere to the grievances, {upplications, and proteſta. 
tions given in at Aſſemblies and Parliaments, and to our 
lait ſupplicatians, complaints, proteſtations , and other 
lawfull proceedings againſt the fame, and particularly a- 
inſt the ſervice booke, and booke of Canons, As maine 
innovations of Religion and lawes,and tull of Popiſh ſuper- 
ſition, and ſo direQly contrareto the Kings declaration, 
and againſt the high Commiſſion, as a judicatorie eſta- 
bliſhed contrare to the Lawes and liberries of this church 


and kingdome, and deſtructive of other lawfull judicato- 

ries, which both in reſpe of the nature of it, and man- 

- ner of intrgdution, withour conſent of the three _ 
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of Parliament, cannot bee any wayes reQtified, but abſo- 
litely diſcharged. Tertis, Wee proteſt that Wee adhere: 
with Our bearts to our oath and ſubſcription of the Con. 
feſfion of Faith, the ſolemne Covenant berweene God, 
this Church and kingdome, and the clauſes particular 
therein expreſſed, and generally conreined, and to our! 
articles for the peace of this Church and Kingdome, 
drawne out of it , and to all the matters therein contei- 
ned, .and manner of remcdie thereindefired. 2arto, we 
proteſt, that this Proclamation or a& of Counlell, or any 
other a& or proclamation or declaration, or ratification 
thereof, By ſubſcription ora, orletrer, or any other 
manner of way whatſoever, or any precondemnation of 
our cauſe or carriage, before the ſame be liwfully heard 
and tryed in the ſupreme judicatorics of this church and 
kingdome, the only proper judges to nationall _cauſcy 
and proceedings, or any certification or threatning there. 
in denunced, ſhall no wayes bee prejudiciall ro the cont» 
feſſion of Faith , lawes and liberties of this Kingdome, 
nor to our ſupplications, complains, proteſtarions, arti= 
cles, lawfull meetings, proceedings, perſutes, mutuall de- 
fences, nor to our perſons and eſtares, and ſhall no wayes 
bee diſgracefull either in realitie or opinion, at home or 
abroad, to Us or any of Js: But on the contrare, that 
any act or Jerter, or ſubſcription of the Counſell, carry- 
ing the approbarion of the declaration, and condemna- 
tion of our proceedings , #ndi#a carſa, is, and ought to 
bee repure and eſtcemed unjuſt, illegall, and null, as here 
before God and man Wee offer to clearcy and to verifie 
both the juſtice of our cauſe and carriage, and the inju- 
tice of ſuch as againſt Js, in the face of the firſt ge- 
nerall Afemblie of the Church and Parliament of the 
Eſtates, 
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Eſtates, untd whom, with all ſolemnities requiſite Wee 
do publialy appeale. Luinto, Wee proteſt, that ſeeing 
our former ſupplications, laſt articles, and our laſt defire 
and petition to His Majeſties Commiſſionar, which pe. 

titioned for the preſent indiction of a free generall Ar 
ſemblie and Parliament, According to the law and cu- 
ſtome of all nations, and of this nation in the like cace, 
To heare the deſires, eaſe the grieyances, and ſettle the 
feares of the body of the Church and kingdome, are thus 
delayed, and in effe& refuſed , To wit , Once for @l/, till 
His Majeſties conveniencie for the ends conteined in this 
Proclamation, that We continue by thir preſents to ſup- 
plicat His Majeſtie againe and againe, for the granting of 
the ſame: And whatſoever trouble or inconvenience fall 
out in this land in the meane time, for want of theſe or. 
dinarie remedies, and by the praiſe of any of theſe in- 
novations and evils, contrare to our ſupplications, arti- 
cles, and confeſhon, it be not imputed unto Vs, who 
moſt humbly beg theſe lawfull remedies, But alſo, that 
it is, and ſhall bee lawfull unto Us, todefend and main- 
taine the religion, lawes, and liberties of this kingdome, 
the Kings Authoritie in defence thereof, and every one 
of Vs one another in that cauſe, of maintaining the reli- 
210n, and the Kings forcſaid Authoritie, according to our 
power, vocation, and covenant, withour beſt counſell, bo. 
dies, lifes, meanes, and whole ſtrength, againſt all perſons 
whatſoever, and againſt all externall or internall invaſt- 
ons manaſled in this proclamation, Like as that in the 


great exigence of the church, neceſſitating the uſe of this 


ordinarie and lawfull remedies, for ſetling the commo- 
tions thereof, it is, and ſhall beleaſome unto Vsto appoint, 
hold, and uſe the ordinarie meanes, our lawfull meetings 

and 
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and Afemblies of the Church able to the lay of © 
' God, and pradiſe of the primitive Church, the As of 
the generall Aſſemblies and Parliaments,and the example 
* 6f 'Our worthie Reformers in the like caſe. Sextd, Wee 
proteſt, that our former ſupplications, complaints, pro- 
teſtations , confefſions , meetings, pecan , and mu- 
tuall defences , of every one another in ths Cauſe, As 
they are, and were in themſelvey moſt neceſfare, and or- 
derly meanes, agrecable to the lawes, and praRtiſe of this 
Church and Kinedome, to bee commended as reall dues 
* ties of faithfull Chriſtians , loyall Subje&s, and ſenfible 
* members of the bodie of the church and kingdome,and 
no. wiſe to be ſtiled nor accounted great diſorders, mil- 
demanours, blinde diſobedience under pretext of Religi- 
On, and running headlong into ruine. &c. So they pro- 
ceeded only from confcience of our duety to. God, our 

King, native countrey, and our poſteritie, and doeth Ten 
to no other end, Bur to the. preſervation of-the true re- 
| formed Religion, the Confeſlion of faith, lawes, and. li- 
berties of this His Majeſties moſt ancient Kingdome, and 
of his Majeſtics authoritie, in defence rot and Satif- 
fation of our humble deſires, conteined in our ſupplica: 
tions, Complaints, and articles, Unto. the which ,wead- 
here againe and againe 3 As we would eſchew the curſe 
of the Almightic God, following the breach of his Co- 
, venant : And yet we do certainely expect according to 
theKings Majeſtie his accuſtomed goodnefle, and juſtice, 
that his ſacred Majeſtie after a true information of the jus 
ſtice of our cauſe and carriage, Will preſently indi&theſe 
ordinary remedies of a free Aſſemblie and Parliament 
to our juſt ſupplications, complaints, and articles, which 
may be expeQted, and uſcth to be grafted from fo juſt 
C | and 
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WW Heteup on a Noble Earle Tuba Earle of (alles, &c, 
mY 35) if che Noble man, ; JE Alexander 
your, er; of Dwrle, intame of the' Barons, 7ames 
rk of Dundie, tnname dt the Moe Ma- 
_ Ft Ker, Miniſter at Sah-Preffoun,, Tn name of the 
Mir ers,. ind Maſter Archbald Thanſtop, Reader heereof, 
In name of all who adhere to'rhe Confeſsion'of. Faith 
v ant, lately renewed.” within this Kingdomie, 
Toole ruments inthe hands of three Nor preſent, 
mercat croffe of Edinburgh being invironed with 
Kg Numbers of che foreſaid Noblemen, Barons, Get:- 
flemen, Borrowes, Miniſters and Commons, Before ma. 
Hundrcth witneſſes,and craved the extra thetbof * And 
incoken of their ductifullreſ) pe to his Majeſtie,confidetice 
of the equiric of their cauſe, and innocencie of theircariage. - 
and hope of his Majeſties grtiops acceptance, They offred 
inall irnilitic with fubmiſfe reverence 2 copie thereof 
tothe Herauld, = 


